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Message from the HOA President, December 2025 

Happy Holidays, Everyone, and welcome back to all 
the snowbirds. It is so heartwarming to see so many 
friends returning. 

The board has accomplished many things this past 
year. These include repaving Buckingham from West-
gate to Britannia along with Palace Court, fixing the 
drainage problem on Buckingham near Birmingham, 
and fixing the sinkhole on Westgate and on Palace 
Court. The pool has been running well. The electrical 
panel was replaced as well as many other small pool 
components. The pool requires constant mainte-
nance due to the infrastructure being old, the high 
volume of usage, and the normal wear and tear from 
exposure to the Florida weather. A new contract with 
Comcast was approved and this goes into effect on 
December 15th, 2025. Comcast will be installing new 
fiber-optic cable throughout the entire community. 
Internet service will be provided as well as TV service 
as a part of the HOA fee. Details of how this is going 
to roll out will be coming soon. 

Our new Castle manager, Sarah Wood, has been with 
Kings Gate for over six months. She is helping the 
community to move forward with compliance with    

(Continued on  page 6—HOA President’s Message) 

President                                 
Pamela Clement  

HOA Board of Directors Villa Board of Directors 

Message from the Villa HOA President                         
December 2025 

Dear Villa Owners, 

The holidays are just around the corner, and our com-
munity is buzzing with festive activities! We hope you’ll 
join your neighbors in celebrating the season and 
spreading holiday cheer. Here are a few important up-
dates and reminders as we move into December:          
1. Mulch                                                                               
Our community mulch refurbishment is planned for 
January 5 th – 9 th , 2026. Please accommodate LD Life-
styles Landscaping by removing any lawn decorations 
that could impede the spreading of the mulch prior to 
these dates.                                                                            
2. Parking Courtesy                                                        
Please remind your guests to use designated parking 
areas and avoid blocking driveways or mailboxes. Let’s 
continue to keep our streets safe and accessible, espe-
cially for emergency vehicles. Parking permits for the 
clubhouse lot are available at no charge from the office.                                           
3.Election                                                                             
The Villa Board election will be held in February. There 
will be two (2) positions open. Candidates interested in 
interested in running may submit a one-page infor-
mation sheet about themselves, once the submission 
date is announced. We’re also looking for volunteers to 
serve on the Election Committee to help ensure a 
smooth and fair process. Please contact any Villa Board 
member if you are interested.                                             
4. Friendly Reminders                                                         

• Pet owners, thank you for continuing to clean up 
after your pets and being considerate of your neigh-
bors. 

(Continued on page 6— Villa President’s Message) 
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Sarah Wood,  Property Manager                                                                
s.wood@castlegroup.com  941-889-6613 
 
  

Alicia Jolicoeur, Lifestyle Director 
ajolicoeur@castlegroup.com 941-764-1282   

                                                                                                   

Chevy Means, Receptionist 
cmeans@castlegroup.com  941-625-8245                                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                             
Danielle Castelli, Janitorial                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     

                                                                                       
                  

 Castle Management                                   

Helpful numbers 

Envera……………………………………. (877) 936-8372 

GAEA Landscape…………………….. (941) 916-0903 

Waste Management………………  (941) 629-1106 

Comcast ………………………………… (800) 266-2278 

Charlotte County Utility…………. (941) 764-4300 

Emergency After Hours………….. (800) 337-5850 

 

 

Lea Warner, General Manager                       
lwarner@hampton.golf  

941-625-0680 Ext. 852 

Nick Argentiero, Food & Beverage                 
 Manager 

Patrick Becker, Executive Chef                            
pbecker@hampton.golf 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lion’s Den and Kings Gate Golf Course 

 
From Lea Warner 

Welcome Back to the Kingdom, Friends!  The Golf 
Course and Restaurant are open! If you missed 
our Glow Golf Tournament, you’re in luck — we’ll be 
hosting it again soon! Keep an eye out for the new date 
and format details. 

We hope everyone had a joyful and fun-filled Thanksgiv-
ing — we sure did! Thank you to all who participated in 
our November events. We love seeing our returning 
members, residents and all the new faces, too! 

December is packed with exciting events and plenty of 
holiday cheer. We can’t wait to celebrate the season 
with you!  

Upcoming Dining Events 

12/3      Dinner and Entertainment: 5-7pm 

12/31   New Year’s Eve Special: 5-7 PM 

1/8        Prime Rib Dinner: 5-7pm 

 

 

   

Photo 
coming 
soon 

    SSppeeeedd  
      LLiimmiitt            

      1188  MMPPHH  
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Kings Gate HOA Treasurer’s Report 



December 2025 • Volume 3 • Number 126

Auto Pay Information 

If you want to set up auto pay for your HOA fees, 
you may go to Castlegroup.com/manage-autopay 
and click on “manage autopay”. There you can en-
roll in autopay directly through Castle.  

You may do a one-time payment via the same web 
site.  

Another way to set up auto payments is through 
your own bank. Either way is efficient and a time 
saver, and you never have to worry about pay-
ments being late. 

 

(HOA President—continued from Page 3) 
the rules and regulations. She has been instrumental 
in removing several diseased trees and improving our 
common ground appearance. New maintenance per-
sonnel have been recruited. Our office operates effi-
ciently. Chevy is always a welcoming face ready to 
help with any issue. Alicia is doing a terrific job manag-
ing all different kinds of activities. Our new budget 
was adopted in November. The HOA fee will be in-
creasing in January. If you are on autopay, the change 
will be automatic. However, please pay attention to 
the new fee and remember your payment is due on 
the 1st of the month. The office will assist you in 
setting up autopay if you are interested. We do not 
want to impose any late fees. 

Our annual election meeting will be at the end of Jan-
uary. If you are interested in running for the two open 
positions on the board, your resume is due very soon. 
Please watch for all the notifications on Town Square. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who make Kings Gate 
a great place to live. 

Enjoy the holiday season. 

Respectfully, 

Cheryl O’Donnell 

Did You Know ….. 

(Villa President—continued from Page 3) 

• Planning an exterior change? Please submit an Architec-
tural Control Committee form before beginning any work. 

In closing, I’d like to recognize all residents who volunteer 
their time on committees, lend a hand to neighbors, or 
simply look out for one another. Your efforts make our 
community a wonderful place to live. 

If you’d like to get more involved or have a concern to 
share, please reach out to the Villa HOA Board—we’re 
always happy to hear from you. 

Warm wishes for a joyful holiday season, 

Pamela Clement 

President of the Kings Gate Villas HOA 

1779 Nottingham Trail 

Pclement919@gmail.com 

636-577-2069 

 The process for ACC requests remains the same 
for residents. Upon approval, work must com-
mence within 90 days. Work is not to begin until 
the approval letter is received and placed in the 
front window of the home. 

 
 The HOA Office no longer makes phone calls to 

inform residents of the outcome of their Altera-
tion Applications, whether approved or denied. 
All decisions are sent via email and postal mail. 
This   new process allows for digital record to be 
maintained of each application and has proven to 
be a very efficient and successful approach. 
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Dec 2  Holiday Laughter Yoga  1:30 pm,                            
  Palace Theater 

Dec 2  Blood Drive 9:00am-1:00pm Clubhouse 
  Parking Lot 

Dec 5  Christmas Dance 6:00-9:00 pm,  
  Ballroom 

Dec 9  Did You Know Charlotte County Transit 
  Offers Free Transportation 1:00pm, Palace 
  Theater 

Dec 11  Name That Tune 6:00pm, Ballroom 

Dec 19  Cart Caroling 4:30Pm and After Party 6:30-
  9:30 pm, Ballroom 

Dec 12  Technology Teaching Tutorial  1pm,  
  Palace Theater 

Dec 29  Mobil Dermatology 7:30 am-2:30 pm,  
  Clubhouse parking Lot 

Dec 31  New Year’s Eve Dance Party 8:00 pm- 
  12:00 pm, Ballroom                                                   

Save the date: Mark your calendars for upcoming special                      
or one-time events                                                                      

Keep in mind the newsletter works ahead three weeks  in advance, so if event days or times are revised, 
which sometimes happens due to scheduling conflicts, they are not going to be reflected after this publica-
tion has gone to the printer.                                                                                                                                                         
See Town Square or Kings Gate Korner for the most up to date information on any changes.  

Travel Club: KINGS GATE GLOBE TROTTERS                                                 
TRAVEL CLUB EXCURSIONS    

Evelyn Ruff at eviesgems@gmail.com                                                             
Mary Williams at bnmwms1@gmail.com                                             
Kim Brock at kimbrock21423@gmail.com           
Kathy Molter at kmolter1@hotmail.com                                            

             

Dec. 7                 Charlotte Chorale Christmas Performance $25-Call 
  Kim Brock 

Dec 12   King Fisher sunset/light cruise canal cruise aboard 
  The Helen M. Call King Fisher fleet at 941-639- 
  BOAT. Call Kim Brock for more information 

Dec 16                 Christmas Party $3.00 Call Kim Brock 

Jan 29, 2026          Sarasota Amish Trolley Tour-90 Mins. $60             
  lunch at Der Dutchman on own to follow-car                  
  pool-Call Mary Williams 

Feb 12  Solomon’s Castle/Lipizzan Stallions-bus-$125-Call 
  Kathy Molter 

Feb. 22 –Mar 2     Judy’s Karaoke Cruise, Sky Princess  Grand  
                 Turk, Turks and Caicos, Amber Cove, more-Call  
  Mary Williams 

Feb 23  Kennedy Space Center with All Around        
  Charters. Call direct, say you are   
  from Kings Gate: (941) 488-9393. Cost $136                                      

Feb 28, 2026         Broadway Palm Dinner Theater, “Cats”: Car pooling 
  $80, includes lunch, show, tax and tips-Call Evelyn 
  Ruff 

Mar 1  Charlotte Chorale performance-$25 Call Kim Brock 

Mar 19   Pop Golf Putting in Sarasota - like miniature  
  golf all day golf, car pool - $20  Call Maria Price 

Late Mar   Cabbage Key boat ride - lunch on your own      
  From Fisherman’s Village $62 boat only -  
  Call Kim Brock 

Late Apr   Dinner picnic/Tiki boat 

Oct 5-10   5 nights/six days with Diamond Tours - $975  
  dbl occ/ $1204 single-Call Evelyn Ruff 

Priority is given to Kings Gate Travel Club members and then trips are open to 
the community, per availability.      

January 22, 2026 

February 11, 2026 

March 26, 2026 

77 Experience 

Sixtiesmania 

One Hit Wonders 
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Clubs and Activities 

 

Book Club 

The Kings Gate Book Club invites you to join 
us for monthly book discussions. We typical-
ly meet every 3rd Monday of the month at 

1:00 p.m. in the Palace Theater. All residents are welcome! 
However, the December meeting is our Holiday Luncheon at 
the Lions Den at 12:30 pm. If you plan to come, please con-
tact Gail Mears to reserve a spot!  Our December book is 
Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. It is a heart
-felt story of grief and connection and centers on the rela-
tionship between an elderly woman, who works at an aquar-
ium. and a resident octopus. For information, or to reserve 
your December lunch spot, contact Gail Mears at                                                                                   
(603) 481-0877; gailmears1@gmail.com. 

 

Trivia moves to back to its regular time in December: 
Second Monday of the month at 6:00 pm in the Ball-
room. 

Happy Hour 5:30-6:30 pm 

Left Right Center is now played only on the 4th Mon-
day of the month in the Ball-
room at 6:00 pm.                                                                 
Contact Denise Auguste 
(908) 601-0462 

ATTENTION ALL BOCCE BALL PLAYERS  

Please sign up for the upcoming winter leagues. There will be 
a Wednesday 12 PM league and a Friday 9 AM league. The 
leagues will start on Wednesday, January 14 and Friday, Janu-
ary 16. Please contact CHERYL DRAKE by text or call at 734-
558-3735 or email CHERYLDM5@gmail.com, Subject BOCCE. 
Please give your name , phone number, email, and if you have 
a preference who you will be playing with as a team. All re-
quests for playing must be received by January 7, so that a 
schedule can be made. If you would like to play, but don’t 
know how, there will be two sessions in the beginning of Janu-
ary that will show you how to play bocce. We encourage new 
players to come out and join the fun. If you can’t play every 
week, you could be a sub. We’re always looking for them! 

Please notify our Lifestyle Director, Alicia Jolicoeur, if 
you need to reserve a room or if there is a change in 
your group’s schedule. She will update schedule changes 
monthly: ajolicoeur@castlegroup.com  (941) 764-1282. 

The Activities Event meetings take place the first 
Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m. in the Ballroom.    
All residents are invited to attend! 



December 2025 • Volume 3 • Number 12 9

Activities/Clubs at Kings Gate 
Bid Euchre                                                                  
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the Card Room. Classes available to learn. Contact Cheryl Drake at 734-558-3735 

Bible Study  

Tuesdays-1-3pm in the Palace Theater-October 9th-November 20th. Contact Beth Gaudio 786-564-6327 

Billiards                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Mondays and Fridays at 11:30 a.m.  Contact Dan Strange 812-455-4226   

Bocce League   

Open Play, 6 p.m. Tuesdays;  Friday Bocce League, 9:00 am .  Contact Cheryl Drake 734-558-3735 

Book Club                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Third Monday at 1 p.m. Palace Theater. Contact Gail Mears 603-481-0877 gailmears1@gmail.com                                                                             
 
Bingo                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
First and third Mondays of each month. 6 p.m. Ballroom. Contact Barbara McClure 716-465-4692  

Bridge                      
Tuesdays at 1 p.m. in the Card Room. Contact Phyllis Dahn at 302-270-8004 

Crafting in the Kingdom-First Monday of the month. October-April, 1:00 pm Palace Theater-$10.00/session-sign up in the HOA by 
the 15th of the month before class you plan to attend, all materials supplied.                                                                                                                             

Coffee Talk/Sips and Suggestion                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
First Monday of each month 10 a.m. Residents’ Room  

Corn Hole                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in Palace Theater. Contact Patty Laffertry 708-625-5196 

Crafty Ladies                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Mondays (except first Monday) in the Residents’ Room, 10 a.m. Contact Linda Ashley at 508-287-0289 or Gail Edmonds at               
828-553-9684 

Dance Lessons  and Coaching Wednesday 6:00-8:00 pm in thr Ballroom, $10.00                                                                                     
Contact Jim and Andrea Carroll, 941-276-7412 

Dominoes/Mexican Train                                                                                                                                                                                        
Wednesdays and Saturdays in the Card Room, 12:50. Contact Judy Przybysz at 443-350-5321 or judy.przybysz@gmail.com   
                           
Euchre                                                                                                                                   
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Card Room. Contact Mary & Karl Ebert at 585-298-1012 
Grief Support Group                                
Meets every two to four weeks. Location varies each time. To attend, please contact Carol Butera  at 941-391-5883 

Greeting Card Making Wednesdays at 9 a.m.—11 a.m, Residents’ Room.  $5.00 for 4 cards. Contact Leslie Wright at 913-207-7746    
or Cindy Strohl at 217-972-3414 

Hand & Foot                 
Mondays & Fridays at 1 p.m. in the Card Room, arrive 10 minutes early at 12:50 p.m. Contact Judy Przybysz at 443-350-5321 

                                                                       
Honor Flight                                                                       
Fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Palace Theater. Contact Charlie McClure 716-465-4472 

Kingo                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Second and Fourth Sunday at 6 p.m. in the Residents’ Room. Contact Paul Brock at 239-994-9038 
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Kings Gate Cruisers  Second Monday of the month, 2:30 in the Palace Theater, Contact Mike Bierman, 941-286-8767 

Lawn Bowling                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Tuesdays and Thursday, 10 am, Show up by 9:45. League goes December-March. Must sign up. Contact Merv Ott at 905-327-4152 
or mervandCheryl@aol.com 

Left, Right, Center (Dice Game) 4th Friday of each month at 6:00pm in the Ballroom.  Contact Denise Auguste at 908-601-9462 

Line Dancing Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Ballroom. Suggested donation of at least $3.00 

Mahjong Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. & Thursdays 12:30 p.m. in the Card Room. Contact Pat Phillips 856-285-6238 

Men’s Horseshoe League                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Practice is from Nov-Dec; League play is from Jan-Apr. Contact Robert Spindler at 617-957-7385 or captainbob19@gmail.com 

Pickleball Club                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Pickleball club members meet at the Kings Gate Pickleball courts on Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, & Saturdays 8 a.m-12 p.m.               
Tuesdays 6:30 –8:30 p.m. Contact Dennis Gershoff at 401-219-4100 

Ping Pong Mondays, Billard Room. 3 p.m.  

Poker                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Fridays from 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in the Residents’ Room. (nickel & dime)  Contact Pauline or Cliff at 941-456-7915 

Poker                                                                                                        
Wednesdays from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. & 7 p.m.-10 p.m. in the Residents’ Room. Contact Ray Arcovio at 941-626-6193 

Potluck First Sunday of the month, 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Residents’ Room. Contact Gloria Rancourt at 603-860-3723 

Sevens From Hell card game                                                                                                                                                                                               
Tuesdays and Thursdays, arrive by 12:45, play at 1 p.m. Residents’ Room. Contact Irene Adam 941-380-4955 

Shuffleboard  Sundays & Tuesdays, Open Play at 6 p.m. Until October:  Mondays (Start date Nov) at 2 p.m.                                    
Contact Margie Robertson 269-719-5838 

Singles Club  If you’re single and would like to meet new friends, join us every second Monday of each month at 6 p.m. in the 
Residents’ Room. (October-May only) Contact Eileen Bott at 201-602-4285 or Carol Rogers at 941-626-4075. 

Social Dancing for Couples  Thursdays 6-8 Ballroom $10 fee. Jim & Andrea Carroll 941-276-7412 

Strength Training with Joyce                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Mondays (bands and free weights), Wednesdays (strength training, free weights), Fridays (stations/advanced) 8:30 a.m. Ballroom 
Contact Joyce Mignosa 941-979-9412 

Sunday Scramblers 11 a.m. Residents’ Room 

Tennis Club  Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays from 8 a.m. -12 p.m. Meet at the Kings Gate Tennis Courts  

Texas Hold’ em                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Residents’ Room. Contact Roxanne Pino at 609-685-6426                                                                                     
Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, & Saturdays at 1 p.m. in the Residents’ Room. Contact  Roxanne Pino at 609-685-6426                                                                                     

Travel Club: Kings Gate Globe Trotters Travel Club                                                                                                                                                                        
Fourth Tuesday of each month, Palace Theater 1 p.m. Contact Evelyn Ruff  941-276-5146, Kim Brock 513-377-3669, or Mary Wil-
liams 941-376-0563       

Trivia Meets second Monday 6 p.m. Ballroom. Contact Rowena Reed 262-902-5889 

Walk Aerobics                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Tuesdays, Thursdays (with stretch bands) both at 10 a.m.  Palace Theatre. Contact Gloria Rancourt 603-860-3723   

Water Aerobics Every Monday-Friday at 9 a.m. year around and 10 a.m./seasonal Pool.  Jean Sutton 864-420-3146                                                               
for seasonal information contact Ann Allen 941-286-2633 

Water Volleyball Thursdays at 1:30 Gentle, 3 p.m. Advanced, Sundays at 1:30 pool 

Yoga Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m.  Palace Theater.  Contact Gloria Rancourt at 603-860-3723 
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 We celebrated our 21st 
annual Veterans 
Day breakfast with scram-
bled eggs, pancakes, ba-
con, sausage, fresh fruit, 
coffee, and tea. Thank 
you to Lion’s Den for 

coming in early to cook for us, and thank you for having 
a wait staff come in early as well. Thank you, Benderson 
Corp.; they paid for our Veterans. 

155 of our residents and veterans attended the break-
fast. Our wall of honor is growing each year. If you are a 
new resident or a veteran and want to be added to our 
wall of honor, please see Alisha in the office for a form, 
and please bring a picture with you.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make this a 
wonderful event. 

 

 

 

 

Saluting Our Veterans 
 

The Newsletter Committee would like to honor Kings 
Gate Veterans by spotlighting Veterans’ stories 
monthly in the newsletter.  We hope that willing Vet-
erans will agree to share their stories with the com-
munity, highlighting their service experiences and 
how their service impacted their lives. 

Phil Chapman is the contact for this initiative.  Phil 
served as a US Army Chaplain for over nine (9) years. 
His duty stations included the Basic and Advanced 
Chaplain's School in Fort Monmouth NJ, Fort Bliss Tex-
as, First IDF Panzer Kaserne, Boeblingen FRG, CAS 3, 
US Army War College, Carlisle PA, and The Correction-
al Brigade at Fort Riley KS. Selected for fully funded 
civilian schooling, Phil attended the University of 
South Carolina earning a two-year Masters of Criminal 
Justice Degree in eleven months and graduating Cum 
Laude and as a Distinguished Honor Graduate. He 
moved on to the Federal Bureau of Prisons as a Chap-
lain before retiring after over 29 years of service. He 
looks forward to meeting and interviewing retired 
service members from all branches and epochs to tell 
their stories of honor and service to our great nation. 
If you are a veteran interested in sharing your story, 
please contact Phil at (618) 954-3876 or email him 
at kingsgatenewsletter@gmail.com. 

Naomi Copland, President of the 
South West Florida Honor Flight 
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Spotlight: Volunteer... 

 

 

 

 
Spotlight on Volunteer-Sharan Oehlman 

Caring for Distant Others 

Sharan, a long-
time Port Char-
lotte resident 
and retired 
realtor, has 
lived in Kings-
gate for the 
past three 
years. She has 
a long history 
of service as a 
eucharistic 
minister with 
St Charles Par-
ish in Port 

Charlotte. With pending retirement, she found herself 
ready to expand her volunteer efforts.  She watched a 
video produced by Love A Child, a Christian humanitari-
an organization that serves Haiti (loveachild.com), and 
was stunned by the destitute conditions the children of 
Haiti endure.  She also talked with missionaries who 
worked in Haiti and felt she could do something to help. 
In 2011 she founded Help for the Children of Haiti. This 
was a group of volunteers who were interested in sew-
ing dresses out of pillowcases for girls.  The project has 
expanded to include shorts, t-shirts and other items like 
bows, flip flops, and onesies. In addition to clothing and 
accessories, her group sews blankets that protect babies 
from worms when a mother needs to lay her child on 

the ground to do 
daily chores. Each 
item of clothing 
has a pocket with a 
small gift for the 
receiving child. 
Children between 
6 months and 16 

years are served. Love A Child works with her to distrib-
ute the items to children. Despite Covid, in 2021, the 
group distributed 768 dresses, 272 pairs of shorts, 79 
pairs of flip flops and 875+ miscellaneous items. What an 
accomplishment! 

The group meets four times per year, at St Charles Church 
between January and April, and one workshop is held each 
year to teach sewing techniques to newcomers to the pro-
ject. Simple patterns that do not require any advanced 
sewing skills are used, and novice sewers are welcomed 
into the group. Sharan is proud of the work her group pro-
duces noting “we have the best seamstresses”, and she is 
gratified by the sheer joy the children experience when 
they receive the clothing and associated items.  Project 
participants can decide how much sewing they want to do 
and most of the sewing is done in their homes. Sharan is 
always looking for interested seamstresses! 

If you would like to support this amazing work through do-
nations the following items are most appreciated: 

• Good Used/New Pillowcases 
• Blankets 
• Plain Onesies 
• Flip Flops 
• Plain Color T-Shirts 
• Barrettes 
• Money   

To learn more about participating as a seamstress or to 
donate items please contact Sharan at (941) 456-3153. 
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Spotlight: Volunteer... 
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realtor, has 
lived in Kings-
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of service as a 
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Charlotte. With pending retirement, she found herself 
ready to expand her volunteer efforts.  She watched a 
video produced by Love A Child, a Christian humanitari-
an organization that serves Haiti (loveachild.com), and 
was stunned by the destitute conditions the children of 
Haiti endure.  She also talked with missionaries who 
worked in Haiti and felt she could do something to help. 
In 2011 she founded Help for the Children of Haiti. This 
was a group of volunteers who were interested in sew-
ing dresses out of pillowcases for girls.  The project has 
expanded to include shorts, t-shirts and other items like 
bows, flip flops, and onesies. In addition to clothing and 
accessories, her group sews blankets that protect babies 
from worms when a mother needs to lay her child on 

the ground to do 
daily chores. Each 
item of clothing 
has a pocket with a 
small gift for the 
receiving child. 
Children between 
6 months and 16 

years are served. Love A Child works with her to distrib-
ute the items to children. Despite Covid, in 2021, the 
group distributed 768 dresses, 272 pairs of shorts, 79 
pairs of flip flops and 875+ miscellaneous items. What an 
accomplishment! 

The group meets four times per year, at St Charles Church 
between January and April, and one workshop is held each 
year to teach sewing techniques to newcomers to the pro-
ject. Simple patterns that do not require any advanced 
sewing skills are used, and novice sewers are welcomed 
into the group. Sharan is proud of the work her group pro-
duces noting “we have the best seamstresses”, and she is 
gratified by the sheer joy the children experience when 
they receive the clothing and associated items.  Project 
participants can decide how much sewing they want to do 
and most of the sewing is done in their homes. Sharan is 
always looking for interested seamstresses! 

If you would like to support this amazing work through do-
nations the following items are most appreciated: 

• Good Used/New Pillowcases 
• Blankets 
• Plain Onesies 
• Flip Flops 
• Plain Color T-Shirts 
• Barrettes 
• Money   

To learn more about participating as a seamstress or to 
donate items please contact Sharan at (941) 456-3153. 

 

Spotlight: Meet New Neighbors 

Warm Greetings to Our New Neighbors! 
King’s Gate is delighted to welcome Bob and Lyn 
Nearpass to Kings Gate. Prior to moving here, Bob and 
Lyn were snowbirding between their home in Canan-
daigua, New York, and their condo in Cape Coral. After 7 
years, they decided to make a change and look for a 
place that would meet their top 3 requirements: must 
be a 55+ community, a secure environment, and offer an 
executive golf course. Bob and Lyn spent the last 18 
months diligently searching for such a community. They 
were led to a lovely home on Piccadilly Circle and be-
came new residents in May of this year. They plan to 
continue to snowbird, as they call themselves “hurricane 
avoiders.” But more importantly, they have a wonderful 
extended family with their 2 sons and grandchildren 
back home, and currently have one granddaughter 
attending Florida Southern College. 

Lyn was a public health nurse of over 40 years, and Bob 
was a computer specialist for “too many years”, as he 
says, with USDA (United States Department of Agricul-
ture).  

They are passionate about sporting events (especially 
the Philadelphia Eagles), traveling (looking forward to an 
upcoming river cruise), wineries (sweet wine in particu-
lar), and of course golfing! Lyn especially has a heart for 
charities, and both look forward to supporting our com-
munity in that endeavor. They are looking forward to 
meeting new friends, playing card games (Lyn enjoys 
Mah Jongg), golfing, and exploring local attractions with 
our travel club. 

Please extend a warm welcome to Bob and Lyn!! 

Robert (Bruce) and 
Ellen Say moved to 
Kings Gate from Pun-
ta Gorda at the end 
of August this year 
and are full-time resi-
dents. They moved to 
Punta Gorda in 1999. 
Ellen is originally 
from New Jersey; 
however, she moved 
to Michigan in 1984 
when her job at Ford 
Motor Company 

transferred her there. Bruce is a Michigan native from the 
Detroit area who also worked for Ford as a pipe fitter for 35 
years. Bruce is retired from the Army after serving three 
years active duty and then finishing his 20 years in the re-
serves. They met in a bowling alley thirty years ago and have 
been together ever since. 

Bruce has two daughters, who live in the area, and five 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren, scattered 
around the country. They travel to New Jersey at least once 
a year to visit Ellen’s family. Like all new residents who live 
on the water, they immediately bought a boat, but neither 
of them was very good at boating. Eventually they sold the 
boat and bought a motorhome. That worked out very well, 
and after they traveled everywhere they wanted to go, the 
motorhome was also sold. Now they vacation in the car and 
take an occasional cruise. They have also enjoyed river cruis-
ing. They believe river cruising is a wonderful way to see the 
sights without moving from hotel to hotel. Since they’ve 
about run out of foreign rivers, their next adventures will be 
rivers in the U.S. 

Ellen likes to play Mah Jongg, and Bruce likes to play darts, 
which they both do on a regular basis. Bruce is also a wood-
carver and belongs to the Punta Gorda Woodcarving Club. 
Ellen belongs to the Punta Gorda Women’s Club and is an 
active member and volunteer. 

They are both looking forward to participating in many of 
the social activities at Kings Gate. 

Please extend a warm welcome to Bruce and Ellen!! 
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Pecan Bourbon Balls  

Ingredients: 

1 – 12 oz. Package vanilla waters – finely 
crushed  

1 cup powdered sugar  

1 cup finely chopped toasted pecans  

½ cup bourbon  

2 Tbsp unsweetened cocoa powder  

2-1/2 Tbsp. Light corn syrup  

Powdered sugar for coating  

Preparation: 

Place cookie crumbs in a large bowl with 
pecans, powdered sugar, and cocoa 
powder.   

Stir to mix well.  

In a bowl stir together bourbon and corn 
syrup.   

Pour over cookie crumb mixture.   

Stir until all the cookie crumbs are mois-
tened.  

Shape into ¾ to 1 inch balls.  Place on 
parchment paper  lined baking sheet.  

Place about 1 cup of powdered sugar in a 
bowl.   

Roll the bourbon balls in powdered sugar 
& place back onto tray.  Refrigerate for 1 
hour before serving.  

Kim Brock 

Oatmeal Cranberry Cookies 

       Ingredients: 

1 cup butter  

1 ½ cups sugar  

2 eggs  

1 tsp vanilla  

2 cups all-purpose flour  

1 tsp baking powder  

¼ tsp baking soda  

½ tsp salt  

2 cups quick-cooking oats  

1 cups raisins  

1 cup fresh or frozen cranberries, coarsely 
chopped  

1 cup white chocolate chips  

1 Tbsp orange peel, finely shredded  

 Preparation:  

 Beat butter in a large mixing bowl until light.   

Beat sugar, eggs and vanilla.  Beat until com-
bined.  

Stir together flour, baking powder, bak-
ing soda and salt.  

Slowly beat in half of the flour mixture.   

Stir in the remaining flour mixture, oats, raisins, 
cranberries, white chocolate chips and orange 
peel.   

Drop by rounded teaspoons onto a 
greased baking sheet.   

Bake in a 375-degree oven for 10 – 12 minutes. 

Lyn Nearpass 

 

Greek Butter Cookies                
Kourambiethes 

Ingredients: 

1/2 lb unsalted butter, room tempera-
ture  

1/2 cup powdered sugar  

1-1/2 tsp. vanilla if no anisette  

Anisette (optional) 

1 egg yolk, beaten 

2 tsp baking powder  

About 2-1/2 cups cake flour 

Additional powdered sugar for sprin-
kling on top 

Preparation: 

Beat butter until it turns white, about 5 
minutes. Beat in sugar and egg yolk, 
then vanilla. 

Sift flour 3 times before measuring. Add 
to butter mixture, along with baking 
powder  

Drop a teaspoonful of dough onto your 
floured hand.  If it falls off, it's the right 
consistency. If it sticks, add more flour, a 
little at a time.  Drop by heaping spoon-
fuls onto ungreased baking sheet 

Bake at 350 for about 7-1/2 minutes.  I 
check after 5. If any cookies have cracks 
in them, they're ready to be removed 
from oven.  They will not be brown 

Lay out wax paper and sift a light 
coating of powdered sugar over it. Put 
warm cookies on top and sift more pow-
dered sugar over them.  Continue with 
rest of dough. Makes 36-40.  

Linda Ruby 
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Marianne Lilly, Marianne Lilly, 
Realtor of the Year 2019 Realtor of the Year 2019 

(941) 764-7585(941) 764-7585
www.KingsGateResales.com

I HAVE EXPERIENCE WORKING THROUGH HURRICANES 
AND HAVE RESOURCES FOR REPAIRS.

email: LillyM@comcast.net

Over 35 Years Local Real Estate ExperienceOver 35 Years Local Real Estate Experience

HARBOR REALTY

“Let My Experience Work For You!”

•	•	Free Market ConsultationFree Market Consultation
•	•	Free Property Valuation for EstatesFree Property Valuation for Estates
•	•	1031 Exchanges for Investment Real Estate1031 Exchanges for Investment Real Estate
•	•	International Transaction Team for Canadian OwnersInternational Transaction Team for Canadian Owners

Ask about our York HVAC 
equipment 10 year labor warranty.
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 (PL)
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ACC M
eeting 9
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 (BO)
Suncoast Blood 9
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 (PL)
Holiday Laughter Yoga

1:30 PM
 (PT)

Activities M
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2 PM
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Crafted in the
Kingdom

 1 PM
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HOA Office - Closing Early
(Castle Holiday Party)

Holiday Dance
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       - Happy Hour 5:30-6:30 PM

Kings Gate Cruisers
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BR - Ballroom
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BO - Board Room

                                        
CR - Card Room

                                            

IR - Im
perial Room

                                             
LB - Law

n Bow
ling       
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PT - Palace Theater                                            
RR - Residents Room

                                     
TP - Tennis/Pickleball 

HP - Horseshoe Pits

Room
 Codes
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Singles Club 6 PM
 (RR)
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© 2025 NEAL COMMUNITIES LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. CBC 1256375 | PRICES AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.  
    PHOTOS USED MAY BE FROM MODEL HOMES OR VIRTUALLY STAGED FOR REPRESENTATION PURPOSES.

Inventory homes are PRICED RIGHT and selling fast! Don’t miss your chance to move 
into a new home THIS SEASON. You already love the amazing amenities at Kings 
Gate so buying a new home now, built with the Neal quality assurance and new home 
warranty, is the right decision.

MODEL HOMES & WELCOME CENTER OPEN DAILY
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 10AM-6PM, SUNDAYS: 12PM-5PM • 1622 ROYAL COURT - PORT CHARLOTTE FL 33980

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION VIEW FLOORPLANS, DETAILS AND MORE AT:
941.499.8356 L I V E A T K I N G S G A T E . C O M

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE!

AUGUSTA 
Homesite #4911
24732 Buckingham Way
Port Charlotte, FL 33980 
 
PRICED AT $288,000
2 BEDS, 2 BATHS, 2-CAR GARAGE 
1-STORY, 1,443 SQ FT

AVAILABLE FOR QUICK MOVE-IN

AVAILABLE FOR QUICK MOVE-INCYPRESS 
Homesite #5507
24755 Buckingham Way
Port Charlotte, FL 33980 
 
PRICED AT $300,003

2 BEDS, 2 BATHS, 2-CAR GARAGE 
1-STORY, 1,395 SQ FT
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The intent of this newsletter is to be for and about you.  
We welcome your news stories, a special event, a hobby; 
or did you do something unusual in your previous life 
(before retirement)?  Did you complete something you 
have worked hard to accomplish? Deadlines are the 10th 
of the month for the following month’s issue. As you can 
see, we work three weeks in advance so if you have dated 
requests keep that in mind.  Everyone has a story!  We 
want to hear from you.  If you have ideas for articles please 
pass those suggestions along.  

Contact: kingsgatenewsletter@gmail.com 

You can reach Gail Mears at (603) 481-0877 

Veterans interested participating in monthly newsletter 
interviews can contact Phil Chapman at (618) 954-3876. 

If you need to schedule a room or make a change to an 
activities event schedule contact Alicia Jolicoeur, Lifestyle 
Director ajolicoeur@castlegroup.com 941-764-1282   

December Message from Chet Drake:                  
Chair, Communications and Technology  

 

It is December and the year is growing to an end. The various 

parts of this committee are developing nicely considering our 

late start in the year as a committee. Our Goal as a Committee 

is to guarantee that all residents get community information in 

a format they are comfortable with; whether it is printed or 

digital. Print versions will be available for all who want the 

newsletter in print. Digital versions are available on our com-

munity website everythingkingsgate.com and on Town Square. 

In an effort to avoid waste, please tape over your tube if you do 

not want a printed copy. We are trying to right size the printed 

copies to match community demand.  

We are grateful for the work Bob Williams has done to get  

everythingkingsgate.com up and running. He and Sue 

McFetridge are responsible for our readable repository of Gov-

erning Documents. Bob is stepping back and Steve Peck has 

agreed to take on the lead Technology position to help guide us 

through the new year. We are in the process of auditing our 

whole site to make sure we are meeting all statutory man-

dates. Another group is looking to make our Residential 

Homepage attractive and the place to go to view activities, get 

your notices of Board Meetings and many more things. 

The Welcome  Subcommittee just held their first Meet and 

Greet and by all accounts it was a great success!  They are plan-

ning a lot for the New Residents joining us in the future. 

The Newsletter became a sub-committee in mid-year.  We are 

grateful to Mary Williams for her work as the newsletter editor. 

She, too, has stepped back and Gail Mears has stepped into her 

shoes.  Please let Gail know if you have ideas for articles that 

you think would be of interest to the community. 

Wishing everyone a happy holiday season! 

 

 

Need A Newsletter Tube? 

If you need a newsletter tube in order to receive our 
monthly Kings Gate Newsletter delivered to your house, 
you will now need to send an email to: 

 kingsgatenewsletter@gmail.com.   

For a fee of $5.00, you will receive a freshly painted black 
tube attached to the bottom of your mailbox.  Volunteers 
will deliver the newsletter on or about the first of every 
month.  If you are gone and do not need the delivery, 
you will need to put a piece of black tape over the end of 
your tube.  Please keep in mind that you can always ac-
cess the full color version of the newsletter at our web-
site www.everythingkingsgate.com or on Town Square. 

We would like to sincerely thank Don Schall for volun-
teering to make and mount the tubes over the past sev-
eral years.  Don will be leaving and heading back up 
north with his beautiful wife Pat on a permanent ba-
sis.  We will miss Don's attention to detail and his help as 
a volunteer newsletter delivery route driver.  

 We appreciate you! 
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For Your Health 

 

Managing Holiday Stress: Staying Joyful 
Through the Season 

The holidays can be a wonderful time filled with family, 
friends, and cherished traditions. Yet, many older adults find 
that this season also brings added stress. From hectic sched-
ules to emotional memories, managing holiday pressures is 
essential for maintaining both mental and physical well-
being. 

1. Keep Expectations Realistic 
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by trying to make everything 
“perfect.” Instead, focus on what truly matters—connection 
and meaning. Simplify activities and traditions to suit your 
current energy level and resources. Research shows that 
setting realistic expectations can significantly reduce holiday-
related anxiety and depression (American Psychological As-
sociation [APA], 2023). 

2. Stay Connected 
Loneliness can intensify during the holidays, especially if fam-
ily members live far away. Reach out through phone calls, 
video chats, or local senior center events. Maintaining social 
ties supports emotional health and lowers stress hormone 
levels (National Institute on Aging [NIA], 2024). 

3. Take Care of Your Body 
Good nutrition, sleep, and physical activity are key to manag-
ing stress. Even light exercise such as walking or chair yoga 
can boost mood and energy (Mayo Clinic, 2024). Try to main-
tain regular meal times and avoid overindulging in sweets or 
alcohol, which can affect sleep and blood sugar. 

4. Plan Financially 
Gift-giving can bring joy, but it shouldn’t create financial 
strain. Consider handmade gifts, letters, or shared experienc-
es instead. Setting a budget and sticking to it can help pre-
vent post-holiday regret (Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, 2023). 

 

5. Practice Mindfulness and Gratitude 
Taking a few minutes each day to breathe deeply, re-
flect, or write down things you’re grateful for can im-
prove emotional balance. Mindfulness practices have 
been shown to reduce stress and enhance overall well-
being among older adults (Harvard Health Publishing, 
2024). 

Remember: The holidays don’t have to be perfect to be 
meaningful. By caring for yourself and focusing on what 
truly brings joy, you can embrace the spirit of the season 
with peace and gratitude. 

(Created Using ChatGPT) 
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Word Search Puzzle #X236XF

D S I G M A C C O L A D E S

C O N F R O N T P D A T U M

Y P A S Y L G U M S I D E S

H T R A D I T I O N A L L Y

C N T O D S R H U D E L I T
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Come Visit Our Showroom At 

18410 Paulson Dr Unit 5 

Port Charlotte FL 33954 

941-625-3995 
Open Monday - Friday    10am - 2pm 

www.andersonscreen.com 

 Garage Doors 

 Garage Door Repairs 

 Spring Replacements  

 Garage Door Openers 

 Sliding Garage Screens 

 Motorized Garage Screens 

 Roller Shades 

 Motorized Awnings 

 Carports 

 Accordion Shutters 

 Roll Down Shutters 

 Impact Bahama Shutters 

 Storm Panels 

 Window Replacements 

 Acrylic Windbreakers 

 Vinyl Windbreakers 

 Screen Enclosures 

 Front Entryways 

SCC131153532              SCC131153493               SCC131153484 
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COMMUNITY

ROOFING OF FLORIDA, INC.

"Proudly Serving Your Community"• Family Owned and Operated

Free Estimates

Lic# CCC1330642

Lifetime Warranty on Labor & Materials!
www.CommunityRoof.com

100% Maintenance Free Roofs!

800-511-2517800-511-2517

We Do All
Roof Overs, Roof Coatings,
Roof Repairs & Inspections
on all Manufactured Homes

A+ Rated

10%OFF 

facebook
5 Star Rated
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9 4 1 - 6 2 4 - 6 0 0 09 4 1 - 6 2 4 - 6 0 0 0

•  SALES•  SALES
• SERVICE• SERVICE
• INSTALLATION• INSTALLATION
• FREE ESTIMATES NEW UNITS• FREE ESTIMATES NEW UNITS

Lic # CAC057941 • Insured Serving Charlotte County for 22+ Years

Look forward to the trip of a lifetime with

Concierge Cruises Travel Agency!Concierge Cruises Travel Agency!

WELCOME TO THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF TRAVEL!

We at Concierge Cruises are here to serve you the best 
dream vacation experience as a full-service travel 
agency. We specialize in individual & group travel.

Georgene & Steven Malovich  Georgene & Steven Malovich  
Travel Agents & Owners Travel Agents & Owners 

239-772-239-772-18401840
Leslee Clemens, Travel Agent Leslee Clemens, Travel Agent 
Lynnette Lydic, Travel Agent Lynnette Lydic, Travel Agent 

239-810-0095239-810-0095

• Payment Plans Available
• We Will Obtain Electronic Documents 
     & Luggage Tags
• Cruise Night Events
• Promotional & Give-Away Items

conciergecruises@yahoo.com
conciergecruises.biz

Winner Gulfshore Life Magazine Top Travel Agency in SW Florida 2025
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17194 Toledo Blade Blvd

FloridaComfortAC.com

FloridaComfortAC@gmail.com

Air Conditioning

Installation
Repair

Maintenance Plans
Ductless Mini Splits

Increase Attic R-Value
Increase Roof Strength

Blown-In Insulation
Spray Foam

Insulation

941-800-5701

HVAC
Comfort
Solutions

At Florida Comfort, we’re dedicated to
meeting all your home comfort needs.
Whether it’s Air Conditioning, Heating,
Ductless Mini-Splits, Indoor Air Quality,
or Insulation, our expert team is here to
ensure your home stays comfortable and
safe!

Installation
Repair

Maintenance Plans
Multiple Heating Options

Heating

Our Services

At Florida Comfort, we’re a local, family-owned business
dedicated to providing the best service with professionally
trained technicians. We guarantee our workmanship,
ensuring reliable, high-quality service every time! 

Why Choose Us?

Local HVAC Company Quality Guarantee

Professional Technicians

Contact Us

UV Lights
Oxidizers for Odor Removal

Filtration
Ventilation

Indoor Air Quality

Personalized Solutions



C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

 R
E

SO
U

R
C

E
 G

U
ID

E

December 2025 • Volume 3 • Number 12 29

Chuck Allen

Call anytime for FREE Comparative Market Analysis!
I have competitive commission rates and am anxious to work for you.

I am an experienced realtor 
with 20 years working in 
Sarasota and Charlotte Counties. 

COLDWELL BANKER 
SUNSTAR REALTY, INC.
19700 Cochran Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL 33948

Cell: 941-544-0991
Office: 941-625-3653
chuck.allen@cbsmfl.com

SELLING OR BUYING: I am an experienced agent 
for both sellers and buyers. 

OBJECTIVE: to make your experience as enjoyable and stress free while negotiating the 
best deal for you. It’s all about you… 

Thank you Kings Gate residents for your business Thank you Kings Gate residents for your business 
for the past 12 years living and working here---for the past 12 years living and working here---GREATGREAT……

Your
Manufactured & Mobile Home

Insurance Specialist
Manufactured • Mobile

Park Model • Cars
Boats • Golf Carts

Great Options...Great P rices

909 Pondella Road., N. Ft. Myers, FL 33903
at the corner of Pondella Rd. & Orange Grove Blvd.

Phone 239-995-0333
E-mail: mh@bassineinsurance.com

TARGET YOUR 
MARKET!

Call us today to get your ad in one 
of our community newsletters!

941-723-5003

PROFESSIONAL & EXPERIENCED

www.ontracnewsletters.com
email: valerie@ontracnewsletters.com
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Respect the Earth
recycle!

Debra L. Willison
Realty

585-645-5331
debra.willison@remax.net

301 S. Marion Avenue
Punta Gorda, Florida

Office
Punta Gorda Historic District

Punta Gorda • Port Charlotte 
North Port • Arcadia • Venice 

Clearwater • Sarasota 
St. Pete • North Fort Myers 

Cape Coral • Labelle

I live, golf, swim, play & sell homes
in Kings Gate!
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SERVICES OFFEREDSERVICES OFFERED

Your trusted 
local experts since 1969!

Duct Analysis 

A/C & Heating Repairs
Tune-Ups

24/7 Emergency Service

New Installation

(941) 298-0002

Visit Us Online
tommysac.com

CALL TODAY FOR 
SAME DAY SERVICE!
CALL TODAY FOR 

SAME DAY SERVICE!

0% Interest Financing Available
                                                             

FREEFREE
  ESTIMATESESTIMATES

&&
2nd OPINIONS2nd OPINIONS

FREE
 ESTIMATES

&
2nd OPINIONS

  Service All Makes & Models    

17194 TOLEDO BLADE BLVD
STATE LIC# CAC1815451  

Scan Me
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on Facebook at TeamBatliner, Keller Williams Realty Peace River Partners


